]iSS\YS ON FHE GITA

fresh and widely embracing harmonisation of our gains
is both an intellectual and a spiritual necessity of the
future. But just as the past syntheses have taken those
which preceded them for their starling-point, so also
must that of the future, to be on firm ground, proceed
from what the great bodies of realised spiritual thought
and experience in the past have given. Among them
the Gita takes a most important place.

Our object, then. in studying the Gita will not be
a scholastic or academical scrutiny of its thought, nor
to place its philosophy in the history of metaphysical
speculation, nor shall we deal with it in the manner
of the analytical dialectician. We approach it for help
and light and our aim must be to distinguish its essen-
tial and living message, that in it on which humanity
has to seize for its perfection and its highest spiritual
welfare.